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Sinkhole - A depression in an area underlain by limestone. Its drainage is
subterranean.

Sinuosity - The ratio of the channel length between two points on a chan-
nel to the straight-line distance between the same two points; a measure of
meandering.

Site classification - DEC assigns inactive hazardous waste disposal sites
classifications established by state law, as follows:

Class 1 – A site causing or presenting an imminent danger of caus
ing irreversible or irreparable damage to the public health or environ
ment – immediate action required.
Class 2 – A site posing a significant threat to the public health or envi
ronment – action required.
Class 2a – A temporary classification for a site that has inadequate 
and/or insufficient data for inclusion in any of the other classes.
Class 3 – Site does not present a significant threat to the public 
health or the environment – action may be deferred.
Class 4 – A site which has been properly closed – requires continued 
management.
Class 5 – A site which has been properly closed, with no evidence of 
present or potential adverse impact – no further action required.

Skewness - Numerical measure of the lack of symmetry of an asymmetri-
cal frequency distribution.

Sludge - A semisolid residue from any of a number of industrial processes
or air or water treatment processes. Sludge can be a hazardous waste.

Slough - A small marshy tract lying in a swale or other local shallow,
undrained depression; a sluggish creek or channel in a wetland.

Slurry - A watery mixture that does not contain a significant amount of dis-
solved materials.

Slurry Wall - An underground wall designed to stop groundwater flow; con-
structed by digging a trench and backfilling it with a slurry rich in bentonite
clay.

Soil - The layer of material at the land surface that supports plant growth.

Soil boring - A circular hole made in the ground by an auger or mechani-
cal drill rig to collect soil samples deep in the ground. Representative sam-
ples are collected for testing to see if the subsoil has been contaminated.
Sometimes these borings are converted into groundwater monitoring wells.

Soil gas - Air in the spaces between soil particles. Contaminants can be
trapped in this air.

Soil gas survey - A method for investigating underground distributions of
volatile organic compounds (VOCs) by looking for their vapors in the shal-
low soil gas. The presence of VOCs in shallow soil gas indicates the VOCs
may be in the unsaturated (dry) soil or in the groundwater below the probe.
This survey is used to trace the outline of a contaminant plume and help
determine the best location to install groundwater monitoring wells.

Soil horizon - A layer of soil that is distinguishable from adjacent layers by
characteristic physical and chemical properties.

Soil moisture - Water occurring in the pore spaces between the soil parti-
cles in the unsaturated zone from which water is discharged by the transpi-
ration of plants or by evaporation from the soil.

Soil Vapor Extraction System (SVE) - An insitu remediation technique
that applies a vacuum to a series of wells (“vapor extraction wells”) and
induces air flow through contaminated soil. As the air migrates through the
soil, volatile organic compounds (VOCs) volatilize (evaporate) and move
with the air to the extraction wells where they are removed from the subsur-
face. If the concentration of VOCs in the extracted air is high, the air maybe
treated by a carbon adsorption system before being released to the atmos-
phere. In some cases, dual phase vacuum extraction is used to treat both
groundwater and the overlying soil.

Sole-source aquifer - As defined by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, an aquifer that supplies 50 percent or more of the drinking water of
an area.

Solid-phase extraction - A procedure to isolate specific organic com-
pounds onto a bonded silica extraction column.

Solid waste - Non-liquid, nonsoluble materials ranging from municipal
garbage to industrial wastes that contain complex, and sometimes haz-
ardous, substances. Solid wastes also include sewage sludge, agricultural
refuse, demolition wastes, and mining residues.

Solute - See Solution.

Solubility - The amount of a substance that can be dissolved in water or
(sometimes) another substance.

Solution - Formed when a solid, gas, or another liquid in contact with a liq-
uid becomes dispersed homogeneously throughout the liquid. The sub-
stance, called a solute, is said to dissolve. The liquid is called the solvent.

Solvent - A substance (usually a liquid) capable of dissolving one or more
other substances. For example, paint remover is a paint solvent.

Sorb - To take up and hold either by absorption or adsorption.

Sorption - General term for the interaction (binding or association) of a
solute ion or molecule with a solid.

Source area - An area from which groundwater contamination is believed
to originate. For example, Company A spilled a 55 gallon drum of
trichloroethene (TCE) onto the ground near a loading dock at their facility.
The TCE spread through the soil and contaminated groundwater around
the facility. Because the contamination originated in the loading dock area,
this area is the “source area.” Over time, the highly concentrated TCE in the
source area would continue to slowly spread through groundwater and soil,
acting as a continuous “source” of groundwater contamination. Thus, the
most effective way to slow down and prevent further spreading of contami-
nation would be to address the source area.

Source rocks - The rocks from which fragments and other detached
pieces have been derived to form a different rock.

Species - Populations of organisms that may interbreed and produce fertile
offspring having similar structure, habits, and functions.

Species diversity - An ecological concept that incorporates both the num-
ber of species in a particular sampling area and the evenness with which
individuals are distributed among the various species.

Species (taxa) richness - The number of species (taxa) present in a
defined area or sampling unit.

Specific capacity - The yield of a well per unit of drawdown.

Specific conductance - A measure of the ability of a liquid to conduct an
electrical current.

Specific yield - The ratio of the volume of water that will drain under the
influence of gravity to the volume of saturated rock.

Spit - A small point or low tongue or narrow embankment of land having
one end attached to the mainland and the other terminating in open water.

Split sample - A sample prepared by dividing it into two or more equal vol-
umes, so that each volume is considered a separate sample but represen-
tative of the entire sample.

Split-spoon Sample - A sample of unconsolidated material taken by driv-
ing a sampling device (split spoon) into the soil ahead of a drill bit in a soil
boring. A split spoon sampler is typically driven into the soil by repeatedly
dropping a weight.

Spoil - Overburden or other waste material removed in mining, quarrying,
dredging, or excavating.

Spring - Place where a concentrated discharge of ground water flows at
the ground surface.

Stage - Height of the water surface above an established datum plane,
such as in a river above a predetermined point that may (or may not) be at
the channel floor.

Standards, criteria and guidance values (SCGs) - Values that indicate
acceptable or normal levels of various contaminants in the environment.
These values are used to establish cleanup goals at hazardous waste sites.
Depending on the chemical, the values are developed by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, DEC.
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Standard deviation - Statistical measure of the dispersion or scatter of a
series of values. It is the square root of the variance, which is calculated as
the sum of the squares of the deviations from the arithmetic mean, divided
by the number of values in the series minus 1.

State assistance contract (SAC) - In DEC’s Brownfield program, the offi-
cial agreement between a municipality and the state that outlines both
party’s responsibility for a Brownfield investigation and/or cleanup.

State climate division - Geographic area in a State based primarily on
crop-reporting districts. States can have 2 to 10 climate divisions.

Statistics - A branch of mathematics dealing with the collection, analysis,
interpretation, and presentation of masses of numerical data.

Storm surge - An abnormal and sudden rise of the sea along a shore as a
result of the winds of a Storm.

Stratification - Subdivision of the environmental framework. NAWQA Study
Units are divided into subareas that exhibit reasonably homogeneous envi-
ronmental conditions, as determined by both natural and human influences.

Stream-aquifer interactions - Relations of water flow and chemistry
between streams and aquifers that are hydraulically connected.

Stream mile - A distance of I mile along a line connecting the midpoints of
the channel of a stream.

Stream order - A ranking of the relative sizes of streams within a water-
shed based on the nature of their tributaries. The smallest unbranched trib-
utary is called first order, the stream receiving the tributary is called second
order, and so on.

Stream reach - A continuous part of a stream between two specified
points.

Streamflow - The discharge of water in a natural channel.

Streamline - A line on a map that is parallel to the direction of fluid flow
and shows flow patterns.

Study Unit - A major hydrologic system of the United States in which
NAWQA studies are focused. Study Units are geographically defined by a
combination of ground- and surface-water features and generally encom-
pass more than 4,000 square miles of land area.

Study-Unit Survey - Broad assessment of the water-quality conditions of
the major aquifer systems of each NAWQA Study Unit. The Study-Unit
Survey relies primarily on sampling existing wells and, wherever possible,
on data collected by other agencies and programs. Typically, 20 to 30 wells
are sampled in each of three to five aquifer subunits.

Submersed plant - A plant that lies entirely beneath the water surface,
except for flowering parts in some species.

Subsidence - The gradual downward settling or sinking of the Earth’s sur-
face with little or no horizontal motion.

Substrate - The surface beneath a wetland, lake, or stream in which
organisms grow or to which organisms are attached.

Substrate size - The diameter of streambed particles such as clay, silt,
sand, gravel, cobble and boulders.

Subsurface drain - A shallow drain installed in an irrigated field to inter-
cept the rising ground-water level and maintain the water table at an
acceptable depth below the land surface.

Subtidal - Continuously submerged; an area affected by ocean tides.

Subtropical anticyclone - A semipermanent anticyclone located, on the
average, over oceans near 30 0 N. and 30 0 S. latitude.

Sump - A pit or tank that catches liquid runoff for drainage or disposal.

Superfund - Federal and state programs to investigate and clean up inac-
tive hazardous waste disposal sites. The federal program gives the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency the funding and authority to investigate,
rank and conduct or supervise cleanup of sites on the National Priority List.

Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) -
Modifications to CERCLA enacted in 1986. Sometimes referred to as the
“Right to Know Law,” it requires, among other things, that industry provide
the government with information on the use and release of certain chemi-
cals into the environment. This information is then made available to the
public.

Surface runoff - Runoff that travels over the land surface to the nearest
stream channel.

Surface water - All water naturally open to the atmosphere. Refers to
water in rivers, lakes, reservoirs, streams, impoundments, seas, estuaries,
and so on.

Survey - Sampling of a representative number of sites during a given
hydrologic condition.

Suspended - (as used in tables of chemical analyses) The amount (con-
centration) of undissolved material in a water-sediment mixture. Most com-
monly refer to that material retained on a 0.45- micrometer filter.

Suspended sediment - Sediment that is transported in suspension by a
stream.

Suspended solids - Different from suspended sediment only in the way
that the sample is collected and analyzed.

Suspended-sediment concentration - The velocity-weighted concentra-
tion of suspended sediment in the sampled zone (from the water surface to
a point approximately 0.3 foot above the bed); expressed as milligrams of
dry sediment per liter of water-sediment mixture (mg/L).

Swale - A slight depression, sometimes swampy, in the midst of generally
level land.

Swamp - An area intermittently or permanently covered with water, and
having trees and shrubs.

Synoptic sites - Sites sampled during a short-term investigation of specific
water-quality conditions during selected seasonal or hydrologic conditions,
to provide improved spatial resolution for critical water-quality conditions.

T
Tailings - Rock that remains after processing ore to remove the valuable
minerals.

Tarn - A relatively small and deep, steep-sided lake or pool occupying an
ice-gouged basin amid glaciated mountains.

Taxa richness - See Species richness.

Taxon (plural taxa) - Any identifiable group of taxonomically related organ-
isms.

Technical and Administrative Guidance Memorandum (TAGM) - An
official internal Division of Environmental Remediation document that out-
lines divisional policies or recommended guidance for topics such as deter-
mining cleanup goals at hazardous waste sites.

Technical Assistance Grant Program (TAG Program) - A federal grant
program that provides funds for qualified citizens’ groups to hire independ-
ent technical advisors to help them understand and comment on technical
decisions relating to federal Superfund cleanup actions.

Technical and Operational Guidance Series (TOGs) - DEC Division of
Water’s documents listing water quality standards and guidance values.

Tectonic activity - Movement of the Earth’s crust resulting in the formation
of ocean basins, continents, plateaus, and mountain ranges.

Terminal moraine - The end moraine extending across a glacial plain or
valley as an arcuate or crescent ridge that marks the farthest advance or
maximum extent of a glacier.

Terrane - Area or surface over which a particular rock type or group of rock
types is prevalent.

Terrestrial - Pertaining to, consisting of, or representing the Earth.
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Tertiary-treated sewage - The third phase of treating sewage that
removes nitrogen and phosphorus before it is discharged.

Test pit - A small excavation at a hazardous waste site. Investigators dig
test pits to get an idea of subsurface conditions at hazardous waste sites.

Tetrachloroethene (Perchloroethene) - A clear, colorless, non-flamma-
ble liquid with a characteristic odor. It is a widely used solvent, especially as
a dry cleaning agent and as a degreaser.

Thermal loading - Amount of waste heat discharged to a water body.

Thermoelectric power - Electrical power generated by use of fossil-fuel
(coal, oil, or natural gas), geothermal, or nuclear energy.

Thermokarst - An irregular land surface formed in a permafrost region by
melting ground ice and a subsequent settling of the ground.

Threshold - A dose or exposure below which there is no measurable
adverse effect.

Tidal flat - An extensive, nearly horizontal, tract of land that is alternately
covered and uncovered by the tide and consists of unconsolidated sedi-
ment.

Tide - The rhythmic, alternate rise and fall of the surface (or water level) of
the ocean, and connected bodies of water, occurring twice a day over most
of the Earth, resulting from the gravitational attraction of the Moon, and to a
lesser degree, the Sun.

Tier 1 sediment guideline - Threshold concentration above which there is
a high probability of adverse effects on aquatic life from sediment contami-
nation, determined using modified U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
USEPA (1996) procedures.

Tile drain - A buried perforated pipe designed to remove excess water
from soils.

Till - Predominantly unsorted and unstratified drift, deposited directly by
and underneath a glacier without subsequent reworking by meltwater, and
consisting of a heterogeneous mixture of clay, silt, sand, gravel, and boul-
ders.

Tinaja - A pocket of water developed below a waterfall; a term used in the
Southwestern United States; used loosely to mean a temporary pool.

Tissue study - The assessment of concentrations and distributions of trace
elements and certain organic contaminants in tissues of aquatic organisms.

Tolerant species - Those species that are adaptable to (tolerant of) human
alterations to the environment and often increase in number when alter-
ations occur.

Topography - The general configuration of a land surface or any part of
the Earth’s surface, including its relief and the position of its natural and
man-made features.

Total concentration - Refers to the concentration of a constituent regard-
less of its form (dissolved or bound) in a sample.

Total DDT - The sum of DDT and its metabolites (breakdown products),
including DDD and DDE.

Total head - The height above a datum plane of a column of water. In a
ground-water system, it is composed of elevation head and pressure head.

Toxicity - The degree of danger posed by a substance to animal or plant
life.

Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure - Laboratory test used to
determine the mobility of organic and inorganic contaminants present in liq-
uid, solid, and multiphase wastes. If an extract from a representative sam-
ple is shown to contain any contaminant in an amount exceeding the levels
allowed by regulations, the waste is banned for land disposal unless prop-
erly treated.

Toxic substances - A chemical or mixture that may present an unreason-
able risk of injury to health or the environment.

Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) of 1976 - A federal law that pro-
vides for testing of manufactured substances to determine toxic or other-
wise harmful characteristics and regulation of the manufacture, distribution,
use, and disposal of regulated substances.

Trace element - A chemical element that is present in minute quantities in
a substance.

Tracer - A stable, easily detected substance or a radioisotope added to a
material to follow the location of the substance in the environment or to
detect any physical or chemical changes that it undergoes.

Trade winds - A system of easterly winds that dominate most of the trop-
ics. A major component of the general circulation of the atmosphere.

Transmissivity - The rate at which water of the prevailing kinematic viscos-
ity is transmitted through a unit width of an aquifer under a unit hydraulic
gradient. It equals the hydraulic conductivity multiplied by the aquifer thick-
ness.

Transpiration - The process by which water passes through living organ-
isms, primarily plants, into the atmosphere.

Treatabillity studies - 
(1) Tests of potential cleanup technologies conducted in a laboratory.
(2) Pilotscale type tests conducted at hazardous wastes sites to determine
if a treatment technology will work for that site’s particular set of environ-
mental conditions.

Treatment, storage,, and disposal facility(TSDF) - A site where a haz-
ardous substance is treated, stored or disposed of. TSDF facilities are regu-
lated by EPA and states under the Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act.

Triazine herbicide - A class of herbicides containing a symmetrical triazine
ring (a nitrogen-heterocyclic ring composed of three nitrogens and three
carbons in an alternating sequence). Examples include atrazine, propazine,
and simazine.

Triazine pesticide - See Triazine herbicide.

Tributary - A river or stream flowing into a larger river, stream or lake.

1,1,1– Trichloroethane (1,1,1 TCA) - Colorless, non-flammable, man-
made liquid solvent used as a degreaser, a dry cleaning agent, and a pro-
pellant.

Trichloroethene or Trichloroethylene (TCE) - A colorless, man-made
liquid used primarily as a solvent for removing grease from metal. It has a
variety of other uses such as a dry cleaning solvent and in the production
of other chemicals. It generally gets into drinking water by improper waste
disposal.

Tritium - A radioactive form of hydrogen with atoms of three times the
mass of ordinary hydrogen; can be used to determine the age of water.

Tropical cyclone - A cyclone that originates over the tropical oceans.
Tropical cyclones are classified according to their intensity and windspeed
and, when fully mature, are characterized by extremely high speed winds
and torrential rains. In the United States, tropical cyclones that have wind-
speeds greater than 40 miles per hour are classified as tropical storms, and
tropical cyclones that have windspeeds of 74 miles per hour or more are
classified as hurricanes. See also Cyclone

Troposphere - Lowest 6 to 12 miles of the atmosphere, characterized by a
general decrease in temperature with height, appreciable water content,
and active weather processes.

Trough (ground water) - An elongated depression in a potentiometric sur-
face.

Trough (meteorological) - An elongated area of relatively low atmospheric
pressure; the opposite of a ridge. This term commonly is used to distinguish
a feature from the closed circulation of a low (or cyclone). A large trough,
however, may include one or more lows, and an upper-air trough may be
associated with a lower-level low.

Tundra - A vast, nearly level, treeless plain of the arctic and subarctic
regions. It usually has a marshy surface which supports mosses, lichens,
and low shrubs, underlain by mucky soils and permafrost.

Turbidity - The state, condition, or quality of opaqueness or reduced clarity
of a fluid due to the presence of suspended matter.
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U
Unconfined aquifer - An aquifer in which water is not contained by an
impermeable layer of rock or soil. The water level in the aquifer may rise or
fall according to the volume of water stored, which varies according to sea-
sonal cycles of natural recharge.

Unconsolidated deposit - Deposit of loosely bound sediment that typically
fills topographically low areas.

Underground water - Subsurface water in the unsaturated and saturated
zones. See also Ground water

Understory - A foliage layer lying beneath and shaded by the main canopy
of a forest.

Un-ionized - The neutral form of an ionizable compound (such as an acid
or a base).

Un-ionized ammonia - The neutral form of ammonia-nitrogen in water,
usually occurring as NH40H. Un-ionized ammonia is the principal form of
ammonia that is toxic to aquatic life. The relative proportion of un-ionized to
ionized ammonia (NH4+) is controlled by water temperature and pH. At
temperatures and pH values typical of most natural waters, the ionized form
is dominant.

Unsaturated zone - The area of soil and rock between the land surface
and the water table. The spaces between soil particles (pore spaces) in the
unsaturated zone contain mostly air, but water occurs there as soil mois-
ture.

Upgradient - Of or pertaining to the place(s) from which ground water orig-
inated or traveled through before reaching a given point in an aquifer.

Upland - A general term for nonwetland; elevated land above low areas
along streams or between hills; any elevated region from which rivers gath-
er drainage.

Uranium (U) - A heavy silvery-white metallic element highly radioactive and
easily oxidized. Of the 14 known isotopes of uranium, U238 is the most
abundant in nature.

Urban site - A site that has greater than 50 percent urbanized and less
than 25 percent agricultural area.

V
Vadose zone - The underground zone between the land surface and the
water table; essentially the unsaturated zone.

Vapor - The gas given off by a solid or liquid substance at ordinary temper-
atures.

Vascular plant - A plant composed of or provided with vessels or ducts
that convey water or sap. A fern is an example of this type of plant.

Vernal pool - A small lake or pond that is filled with water for only a short
time during the spring.

Vinyl chloride - A colorless gas used in the manufacture of polyvinyl chlo-
ride and other resins, and as a chemical intermediate and as an industrial
solvent. Vinyl chloride is a carcinogen.

Viscosity - The property of a fluid describing its resistance to flow.

Volatile - Description of any substance that evaporates easily.

Volatile organic compounds (VOCs) - Carbon-containing chemicals
which readily evaporate (cleaning solvents, gasoline, etc.). Many common
industrial chemicals are VOCs, including trichloroethene, 1,1,1 -
trichloroethane, and tetrachloroethene.

Voluntary cleanup agreement - A legal document signed by DEC and
another party (volunteer) for investigation and/or cleanup of a contaminated
site. In return for cleaning up the site, the volunteer receives a limited liabili-
ty release for past environmental contamination of the site.

Voluntary cleanup program - A program designed to promote voluntary
cleanup of contaminated sites including inactive hazardous waste sites,
hazardous substance sites, petroleum contaminated sites and solid waste
disposal sites, whereby the volunteer enters into a Voluntary Cleanup
Agreement with the DEC.

W
Waste - (1) Unwanted materials left over from a manufacturing process.
(2) Refuse from places of human or animal habitation.

Wasteway - A waterway used to drain excess irrigation water dumped from
the irrigation delivery system.

Water-bearing zone - The area underground in which pores and cracks in
rock and/or soil are normally filled with water. Therefore, if a well is drilled
into this area, water can be drawn out on a regular basis.

Water budget - An accounting of the inflow to, outflow from, and storage
changes of water in a hydrologic unit.

Water column - An imaginary column extending through a water body from
its floor to its surface.

Water column studies - Investigations of physical and chemical character-
istics of surface water, which include suspended sediment dissolved solids,
major ions, and metals, nutrients, organic carbon, and dissolved pesticides,
in relation to hydrologic conditions, sources, and transport.

Water content of snow - Amount of liquid water in the snow at the time of
observation. Water equivalent of snow.

Water demand - Water requirements for a particular purpose, such as irri-
gation, power, municipal supply, plant transpiration, or storage.

Water exports - Artificial transfer (by pipes or canals) of freshwater from
one region or subregion to another.

Water gap - A deep, narrow pass in a mountain ridge through which a
stream flows.

Water imports - Artificial transfer (by pipes or canals) of freshwater to one
region or subregion from another.

Water rights - Legal rights to the use of water. See also Riparian rights.

Water table - The level of groundwater; the boundary between the unsatu-
rated zone and the saturated zone.The watertable generally reflects surface
topography and varies with changes in land surface elevations. Weir (1) A
wall or plate in a open channel to measure the flow of water. (2) A wall or
obstruction used to control flow from settling tanks, clarifiers, or a drainage
system to ensure a uniform flow rate.Water-quality criteria - Specific levels
of water quality which, if reached, are expected to render a body of water
unsuitable for its designated use. Commonly refers to criteria established by
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Water-quality criteria are based
on specific levels of pollutants that would make the water harmful if used
for drinking, swimming, farming, fish production, or industrial processes.

Water-quality guidelines - Specific levels of water quality which, if
reached, may adversely affect human health or aquatic life. These are
nonenforceable guidelines issued by a governmental agency or other insti-
tution.

Water-quality standards - State-adopted and U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency-approved ambient standards for water bodies. Standards
include the use of the water body and the water-quality criteria that must be
met to protect the designated use or uses.

Watershed - See drainage basin.

Water year - A continuous 12-month period selected to present data rela-
tive to hydrologic or meteorological phenomena during which a complete
annual hydrologic cycle normally occurs. The water year used by the U.S.
Geological Survey runs from October I through September 30, and is des-
ignated by the year in which it ends.

Water-resources region - Natural drainage basin or hydrologic area that
contains either the drainage area of a ma . or river or the combined areas
of a series of rivers. In the United States, there are 21 9 regions of which
18 are in the conterminous United States, and one each in Alaska, Hawaii,
and the Caribbean.

Water-resources subregion - Subdivision of a water-resources region.
The 21 water-resources regions of the United States are subdivided into
222 subregions. Each subregion includes that area drained by a river sys-
tem, a reach of a river and its tributaries in that reach, a closed basin(s), or
a group of streams forming a coastal drainage area.
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Weather - State of the atmosphere at any particular time and place.

Weathering - Process whereby earthy or rocky materials are changed in
color, texture, composition, or form (with little or no transportation) by expo-
sure to atmospheric agents.

Weighted mean - A value obtained by multiplying each of a series of val-
ues by its assigned weight and dividing the sum of these products by the
sum of the weights. In the ordinary arithmetic mean, each value is assigned
a weight of 1.

Weir - (1) A wall or plate in an open channel to measure the flow of water.
(2) A wall or obstruction used to control flow from settling tanks, clarifiers,
or a drainage system to ensure a uniform flow rate.Wetland function - A
process or series of processes that take place within a wetland that are
beneficial to the wetland itself, the surrounding ecosystems, and people.

Wetlands - Ecosystems whose soil is saturated for long periods seasonally
or continuously, including marshes, swamps, and ephemeral ponds.

Willow carr - A pool, or wetland dominated by willow trees or shrubs.

Withdrawal - Water removed from the ground or diverted from a surface-
water source for use. Also refers to the use itself; for example, public-supply
withdrawals or public-supply use. See also Offstream use.

X
Xerophyte - A plant adapted for growth under dry conditions.

Yield - The mass of material or constituent transported by a river in a spec-
ified period of time divided by the drainage area of the river basin.

Z
Zooplankton - See Plankton.

                           




